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IS T “%‘ Welcome to the Saddlebag Newsletter. Here is the

latest information from WWHA. Previously posted
A Saddlebag newsletters will be found by date further
S S “ [: l A T I ﬂ N down this section in the list of available

newsletters. All earlier information will be retained

for reference.

If you have Wild West news, please contact the editor at the e-mail address shown at the top of
the Saddlebag page. We reserve the right to include or not include any materials
submitted to us.

Our YouTube page: https://www.youtube.com/@WildWestHistoryAssociation/videos is
now monetized so WWHA gets paid for views. Please subscribe, watch and like our

videos, and you are contributing to WWHA. It is free. We now have over 10,000
subscribers.

—

Welcome to our new WWHA members:

Nathan Simons, Fairport, NY
Robin Witherspoon, Knoxville, TN
Alea Tomassetti, Henderson, NV
Kathi Harrington, Brunswick, GA
Scott Truckey, Portage, Ml

—



http://www.wildwesthistory.org/

JOIN US IN THE LAND OF ENCHANTMENT
FOR THE WILD WEST HISTORY 2026 ROUNDUP
DURING THE ROUTE 66 CENTENNIAL IN

ALBUQUERQUE, NEW NEXICO

JULY 15-18 AT THE CROWNE PLAZA HOTEL
FOR HOTEL INFORMATION, CLICK THE LINK:
WILD WEST HISTORY ASSOCIATION

" / oW Y N
WYATT EARP: HIS FIRST GUNFIGH'T m (
Ik 7/ -

For room reservations go to the following link:
https://www.ihg.com/crowneplaza/hotels/us/en/find-hotels/select-
roomrate?fromRedirect=true&qSrt=sBR&qlta=99801505&icdv=99801505&qSIH=ABQCP&qCiD=
14&qCiMy=062026&qCoD=19&qCoMy=062026&qGrpCd=SFD&gAAR=6CBARC&qRtP=6CBARC&
setPMCookies=true&qSHBrC=CP&qDest=1901%20University%20Boulevard%20NE,%20Albuque
rque,%20NM,%20US&showApp=true&adjustMonth=false&srb_u=1&gRmFltr=




CHRISTIE’S

RELEASE | FOR IMMEDIATE
NEW YORK | 11 DECEME

VISIONS OF THE WEST
THE WILLIAM L. KOCH COLLECTION
The most valuable Western American Art Auction in history
Masterpieces by Frederic Remington, Charles Marion Russell, and Albert Bierstadt
Historic Evening Sale: 20 January 2026 | High Noon Sale 21 January 2026

N
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FREDERIC REMINGTON (1861-1909) FREDERIC REMINGTON (1861-1909)

Coming to the Call The Broncho Buster
signed 'Frederic Remington. (lower left) inscribed ‘Frederic Remington. and with foundry mark 'Cast by the
oil on canvas Henry-Bonnard Bronze Co. N-Y. 1895 (on the base)—inscribed
27 x 40 in, (68.6 x 101.6 cm.) ‘COPYRIGHTED BY/Frederic Remington. (along the base)—
Painted circa 1205. inscribed ‘33' (beneath the base)
Estimate: $6,000,000-8,000,000 bronze with brown patina 23% in, (60.3 ¢cm.) high

Modeled in 1895; cast by 1898.
Estimate: $250,000-350,000

NEW YORK - An unparalleled trove of masterpieces, Visions of the West: The William 1. Koch Collection is
the most important and valuable American Western Art auction in history. The low estimate of this landmark
sale, in the range of $50 million, more than doubles the previous record for any American Western Art
auction in history. Visions of the West is a two-part series that will take place at Christie’s Rockefeller Center,
with an the historic Visions of the West: The William I. Koch Collection Evening Sale on 20 January, and at
high noon on 21 January. Visions of the West: The William I. Koch Collection Day Sale: works will be on view
at Christie’s 16-20 January. This event will offer an unsurpassed array of American Western Art, including
masterworks by Frederic Remington, Albert Bierstadt, and Charles Marion Russell. The Remingtons, featuring 16
rare and important sculptures, as well as some of his greatest paintings, are particularly noteworthy. This
collection of masterworks was assembled by William 1. Koch, a man of deep and varied interests, known as an
industrialist, scientist, winner of the America’s Cup and more. His lifelong passion for magnificent works of art,
including the art of the American West. has resulted in a collection that is recognized and acclaimed worldwide.




CHARLES MARION RUSSELL 4-1926) FREDERIC REMINGTON (1861-1909)
ing TH

Argument with the Town Marshall Dust

Remington
MAN BRONZE

signed and dated 'CM Russell/1

Inscribe pyright by

signed 'Frederic Remington.

and with foundry mark

oil on ¢ artist’s skull device (lov
27 x40 in. (68.6 x 1016 cm.) oll on canvas WORKS t nscribed 'No. 11’ bronze with
Painted circa 1905 24x36in.(61x 914 cm.) da in. (711 ¢m.) high

in 1925

Estimate: $4.0

),000-6,0

The lead lot in the sale is Frederic Remington’s stunning sunset painting Coming to the Call (estimate:
$6,000.000-8.000,000). which critics hailed during the artist’s day as one of his four best paintings. Other
important works by Remington offered include both a large and small version of The Broncho Buster, his most
iconic sculptural work. The small version pictured in this release is on permanent display at the White House.
Other world class Remingtons include the cinematic nocturne Argument with the Town Marshall (estimate:
$4.000,000-6,000,000), his bronze Coming Through the Rye (estimate: $4,000,000-6,000,000) and the only cast
of the rare sculpture The Horse Thiel remaining in private hands from the limited edition of three (estimate:
$3,000.000-5,000,000). Charles Marion Russell is represented by magnificent and the sweeping canvases The
Sun Worshippers (estimate: $4.000.000-6,000,000) and Dust ($5,000,000-7.000,000).

ILLER (1810-1874 )26 FREDERIC REMINGTON (1861-1909)
The Buffalo Hunt The Horse Thief
! with inscribed 'Copyright 1907 by/Frederic
s skull device (lower left) Remington' and stamped with foundry
oil on canvas mark 'ROMAN BRONZE WORKS/N.Y

0Va x 36%4 in, (768 x 921 cm, ng the base) bronze with brown
Pa 27 in. (68.6 cm.) high
Estimate: $4,000,000-6,000,000

deled in 1907
00-5,000,000

American

In addition to the masterworks by Remington and Russell, this collection presents a range of important
Art spanning more than a century. Alfred Jacob Miller's iconic The Buffalo Hunt, circa 1850 (estimate:
$2,000.000-3.000.,000) and Albert Bierstadt’s luminist landscape Mountain Lake (estimate: $2,000,000-
3.000.000). G. Harvey's Texas Oil Patch of 1981 captures the essence of the booming oil industry (estimate:
$400.000-600,000) and N.C. Wyeth, the patriarch of the Wyeth family. depicts American legends Buffalo Bill
Cody and Wild Bill Hickok in a card game gone wrong in Wild Bill Hickok at the Cards (estimate: $1,000,000-
1.500,000).

Bill Koch comments, “With hard work. business success, and a great deal of luck, I have been fortunate

to collect things that resonate with me. The treasures in the sale are among my favorites. but it is time to pass

along these pieces of history to other collectors who share my passion for the West - a place of great beauty,

simplicity, and codes that have strongly influenced my life. I do hope that art lovers around the world, old and
|C




new, can take the same enjovment as I have, in collecting these works. My hope is that in this sale collectors will
find something that speaks to their passion and that they are able to share it with their friends and loved ones.”

VERS WYETH
Oil Patch 1945

/1981 Wild Bill Hickok

signed with ¢ Harvey—&

ABierstadt’ (Ic

ight) SIg

Estimate: $400,000-6

Auction Information Learn more

Press Centre Christie’s new Press Centre is now online

Download images [HERLE

Press Contact Edward Lewine « ¢lewincachristies.com « +1212 636 2680
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From the President’s desk
Hello everyone and Happy New Year.

Since 2008 Wild West History Association has been growing with members and notoriety. This
is good news but on occasion we are faced with challenges, i.e., Roundup attendances and
fund raising. As we get more comfortable with marketing ourselves in this fast-pace cyber
world, those challenges get smaller. Our capabilities in technology keep us up-to-date and
running with the pack. We don’t get discouraged with talk about low Roundup attendances or
too few Likes of our YouTube videos. | agree we should be getting more, that is why I'm
challenging you all to hit that link button provided which takes you to our WWHA YouTube page.
Watch all the videos from start to finish, yes, even the commercials, when you're finished, hit
LIKE, then Subscribe, plus share it with everyone you meet.

Our video team continues to work countless hours, traveling lonely highways and back roads,
discovering, and re-rediscovering the Wild West on camera for us to enjoy. This all-volunteer
team does its pre-homework, i.e., where to go, private property access, who to talk to and what
tools to bring. Keeping those cameras batteries charged is extremely important while in remote
areas. | commend our video team for their hard work and tenacity, we would not have these
great informational, historically accurate short movies if it weren’t for them. It is a huge benefit to
“watch and like” each video to keep those algorithms counting, it helps WWHA financially and
helps us collect and document more Western history knowledge. For me, that’s why | joined
Wild West History in the first place, to gain more knowledge from our in-house experts.

Sure, Algorithms are the way things are measured today, but they cannot measure how real
friendships are made, how common love and passion for research continues to bring us
together repeatedly at our Regional and Annual Roundups. Speaking of Roundups, make sure
to get your reservations in early for this year’s July Roundup in Albuquerque, NM. You will see
old friends while making new ones; it will be success. Our Roundup Chair Tim Hagamen and his
coordinators have put together a great schedule for us all.

The great state of New Mexico’s history has countless stories within it's almost inhabitable
mountains and scorching deserts. It is no wonder so many outlaws hid out here. It was one of
America’s last frontiers of the lower forty-eight.

While doing genealogy of my family in New Mexico, | found San Miguel County to be more
researched by far than any other Western County. Everyone is looking for someone along the
Pecos River. Just think of all those Wild West individuals who’ve crossed New Mexico, running,
hiding, gambling, and rustling cattle one time or another. | guarantee you will hear more about
these individuals at our Roundup in July.

Keep warm this Winter Season.

Yours truly,

Paul Marquez

WWHA President

—




Wild West History Association

YouTube
January 2026

Released Every Friday After 3:00PM EST

January 2nd
BLOOD for BLOOD

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vQxHuyJPvSc

January 9th
If you love Western history,
cowboy culture,
and classic cinema, saddle up—

you’re in for one great ride.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bexrLwljM1I

January 16"
Holy Ground — American Hero

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ktFMmri9OeM

January 23"
WYATT EARP

From the Vendetta Ride, North to Nevada
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nPaWd5g6Uzk

January 30"

GOODBYE GOD, I'M GOING TO BODIE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wmhHzqPz9LU

—



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vQxHuyJPvSc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bexrLwljM1I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ktFMmri9OeM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nPaWd5q6Uzk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wmhHzqPz9LU

WWHA
SIX-SHOOTER AWARDS
2025 Publications

NOMINATIONS REQUESTED
DEADLINE - April 15, 2026

We are pleased to announce the new WWHA Awards Program. These awards are intended to
recognize and honor those who have contributed the most to research, writing, and service to
the history of the Wild West during 2025. Nominations are due by April 15, 2026.

Please furnish the name, full address with zip code, phone number with area code, and
email address, applicable, for each person nominated. Winners will be announced and
awards presented at the WWHA Albuquerque Roundup in July. Come and celebrate with
us!

NOTE 1: In keeping with the WWHA focus and goals, the specific subjects eligible for
consideration are Lawmen, Outlaws, Gunfighters, Rustlers, Vigilantes, Shady Ladies, Frontier
Scouts, Buffalo Hunters, Feuds, Cattle Trails, Cowtowns, Indian Wars, Mining Camps, and all
other Wild West subjects.

NOTE 2: In an effort to recognize and encourage new authors, the winners of literary awards—
both books and articles—must not have won in the same category in the previous year.

. WWHA Six-Shooter Award for Lifetime Contributions to Wild West History

- This award is given to an individual who, over an extended period of time (suggested 25+
years), has contributed significantly to the field of research and documentation of Wild West
history.

- The nomination must be made, and signed, by a WWHA member.

- The nomination should be in typed format with a thorough discussion of why the nominee
should be recognized, including citing of research, published books or articles, memberships in
Western History organizations, and any other specific acts to confirm nominee’s extensive
activities.




Il. WWHA Six-Shooter Award for Best Book on Wild West History - $500.00 CASH PRIZE!
- Submission may be made by a WWHA Member, the author, or the publisher.

- The book must have been published in 2025, and the Subject matter should fit within the core
period of 1850-1925.

- Nominated books will be judged on the basis of content, accuracy, readability, and overall
presentation of material.

- Three copies of each book should be submitted for review by the panel of readers.

Ill. WWHA Six-Shooter Award for Best Scholarly Article on Wild West History - $250 CASH
PRIZE!

- This award will recognize an author whose article was published in a recognized Old
West/Western History magazine or newspaper (other than the WWHA Journal) during 2025.

- The nomination must be made by a WWHA member, the author, or the publisher.

- The entry for this award will be judged on subject matter, content, accuracy, readability, and
overall presentation.

- Three copies of each article plus the cover page (photocopy acceptable) of the periodical
showing date of publication should be submitted.

IV. WWHA Six-Shooter Award for Best General Article on Wild West History - $250 CASH
PRIZE!

- This award will recognize an author whose commercial article was published outside of the
WWHA Journal.

V. WWHA Six-Shooter Award for Best WWHA Journal Article - $250 CASH PRIZE!

- This award will recognize an author whose article was published in the WWHA Journal for the
previous year. The article for this award will be judged on subject matter, content, accuracy,
readability and overall presentation.

VI. President’s Silver Star Award for Meritorious Service to the Association

- This award will be determined and presented by President Paul Marquez, honoring the most
deserving individual for service to the WWHA.




VII. WWHA Six-Shooter Award for Outstanding Contribution to Wild West History by an
Individual.

- The award is to recognize other contributions (non-literary) to Wild West history, including art
work, films, recordings (CDs, videos, etc.) or events.

- There is no time limit on when this contribution was made.
- The nomination must be made by a WWHA member, the creator, or the distributor.

- Three copies of the item or written discussion of the event must be submitted for judging
purposes.

VIIl. WWHA Six-Shooter Award for Outstanding Contribution to Wild West History by an
Organization.

- The award is to recognize other contributions (non-literary) to Wild West history, including art
work, films, recordings (CDs, videos, etc.) or events.

- There is no time limit on when this contribution was made.
- The nomination must be made by a WWHA member, the creator, or the distributor.

- Three copies of the item or written discussion of the event must be submitted for judging
purposes.

XI. Robert G. McCubbin Award for multifaceted leadership

Send Books: Tim Hagaman, P.O. Box 143, Mora, NM 87732 Email: timhagaman@msn.com

Send Articles: Donna Harrell, 3106 W Louise Dr., Phoenix, AZ 85027 Email:
dmrosejyg@cox.net

Nominations for |, VI, VII, and VIl should be sent to Tim Hagaman Awards Chair,
timhagaman@msn.com

—




Texas Barbed Wire Wars

Harold D. Jobes

In the spring of 2009 the Edwards Plateau Historical Association held its meeting in Rocksprings,
Texas, the county seat of Edwards County. Having been a member and from a ranch family in
adjoining Kimble County, | volunteered to present a paper on a matter of history passed down in my
family. | presented a paper titled “A Drought, The End of Free Range, and a Shootout at Green Lake.
This was about a shootout where a ranger was wounded and a fence cutter kill.

Chuck Parson, a frequent attendee and occasional presenter at the Edward Plateau Historical
Association Meetings was present and heard my story of fence cutting and the gun battle that
followed. Over refreshments at the end of the meeting, we discussed the effect of barb wire on
Texas open range and violence occurring when the wire arrived. In closing Chuck suggested | send

my paper to Roy Young, former Texan

- o

R fiagt

and editor of the Wild West History Association’s Journal. | mailed the paper to Roy and he
published it in the Vol. Il, October 2009 issue of the Wild West History Association Journal.




That was the beginning of my long standing and beneficial membership in the Wild West History
Association and my quest gathering material on the Texas barbed wire wars. | soon discovered there
were many little known, or remembered incidents with

BARBS B”LLETS violence, and some well known and unknown

B g participants, as | as collected volumes of barb wire

s history.

@ AND BLOOD S
e | visited with Ron Chrisman, editor of the University of

North Texas University Press at our 2023 Wild West
History Association Meeting in San Antonio, then sent
him my book manuscript. The book Barb’s, Bullets and
Blood, the 1880 Texas Barb Wire Wars was published by
the University of North Texas University Press in July of
this year. They are a great group of folks to work with.

One of the University’s early prepublication reviewers of
my book’s manuscript happened to have been Chuck
Parsons and he gave it a thumbs-up review. As the book
was about to reach the market we got Chuck an

advanced copy several weeks before he passed away.
Chuck scanned the book, then dictated a brief message
to Pat his wife complimenting the book which she
HARUL[] B JUBES passed on to me. Chuck was a dear friend and I’m just
one of many who are indebted to the man.

Today | did a Google search on outlaw Brown Bowen, J. W. Hardin's brother-in-law.
Here is what came up;

You're likely looking for books about J.R. "Brown" Bowen, a Texas outlaw and relative
of John Wesley Hardin, or perhaps a fictional outlaw named Browne. For the real historical
figure, look for articles or books like A Lawless Breed by Chuck Parsons (about Hardin, but
involves Bowen), or resources from the Wild West History Association about his hanging.

Eddie Lanham

—



https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fsearch%3Fq%3DJohn%2BWesley%2BHardin%26sca_esv%3D5cb444661cf9bcf8%26source%3Dhp%26ei%3DZM8yadLTAvqzqtsPupO5WA%26iflsig%3DAOw8s4IAAAAAaTLddPdpJXIy2xCy6JzMMDoRLFnc5Wov%26ved%3D2ahUKEwiC8sfwuKaRAxVu5MkDHeTvAs4QgK4QegQIARAB%26uact%3D5%26oq%3DBook%2Babout%2BBrown%2Bbowen%2Boutlaw%26gs_lp%%26sclient%3Dgws-wiz%26mstk%3DAUtExfC3bgMSRBY_25CeUHHWvD_7ktXyxYjEIIirKepLvsG4VHNR7WCwqelTTRqikCZmULOLuionIiw_0xYk-dQ_vb1lQ2WU0Brcel8GybJwaMDvkFguzBTy2u9a9NLyPfuCwXshUq5h461Byg3U4QcsMuBQzaJ8OAu4TvCcxnfw95WcWTA%26csui%3D3&data=05%7C02%7C%7C54c0c28ff1994fa2904108de33fc0004%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639005354598233192%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=N%2F9VCbSfZ5Uyj37MSDLk2IwP5rVbOofIySHs8KbK4bM%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fsearch%3Fq%3DA%2BLawless%2BBreed%26sca_esv%3D5cb444661cf9bcf8%26source%3Dhp%26ei%3DZM8yadLTAvqzqtsPupO5WA%26iflsig%3DAOw8s4IAAAAAaTLddPdpJXIy2xCy6JzMMDoRLFnc5Wov%26ved%3D2ahUKEwiC8sfwuKaRAxVu5MkDHeTvAs4QgK4QegQIARAD%26uact%3D5%26oq%3DBook%2Babout%2BBrown%2Bbowen%2Boutlaw%26gs_lp%%26sclient%3Dgws-wiz%26mstk%3DAUtExfC3bgMSRBY_25CeUHHWvD_7ktXyxYjEIIirKepLvsG4VHNR7WCwqelTTRqikCZmULOLuionIiw_0xYk-dQ_vb1lQ2WU0Brcel8GybJwaMDvkFguzBTy2u9a9NLyPfuCwXshUq5h461Byg3U4QcsMuBQzaJ8OAu4TvCcxnfw95WcWTA%26csui%3D3&data=05%7C02%7C%7C54c0c28ff1994fa2904108de33fc0004%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639005354598270700%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4JiXP9vmdcq84o%2F3YO6vcB%2FZu%2FfchCAslvT3bLBtzBQ%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwildwesthistory.org%2F2022%2F09%2F27%2Fin-cold-blood-murder-on-the-open-range%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C54c0c28ff1994fa2904108de33fc0004%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639005354598300392%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dFlt5WDFd2dxG4xH8ChrQ5%2F%2BD%2FrdVr8UsDAPKlQ5b9A%3D&reserved=0

WHAT DO ALBUQUERQUE’'S MAYOR, TIM KELLER,
JANELLE MOLONY,
AND THE VOICE OF “THE SHERIFF” IN CARS, MICHAEL WALLIS,
HAVE IN COMNMNON?

THEY'RE ALL COMING TO THE 2026 ROUNDUP!

JULY 15-18 AT ALBUQUERQUE’S CROWNE PLAZA HOTEL
FOR NORE INFORMATION, CHECK OUT WILDWESTHISTORY.ORG

SHERIFF

ONE WAY OR ANOTHER, COME TO THE ROUNDUP!

—




Three members of WWHA, Eddie Lanham, Kurt House and Pam Potter visited the
ashes of the Alamo defenders, widely believed to be entombed within the walls of the San
Fernando Cathedral in downtown San Antonio, Texas. Inside San Fernando Cathedral, there is
a marble sarcophagus that is traditionally believed to contain the ashes and bone fragments
associated with some of the defenders of the 1836 Battle of the Alamo, including famed figures
such as William B. Travis, Davy Crockett, and Jim Bowie. Although it is intended to represent
all the defenders. After the Alamo fell on March 6, 1836, Mexican General Antonio Lopez de
Santa Anna ordered the bodies of the defenders burned on funeral pyres. In early

1837, Lieutenant Colonel Juan Seguin was
charged with collecting what remained of
those burned remains and arranging for
them to be buried with honors; later
accounts by Seguin suggested he interred
these ashes at San Fernando Cathedral,
then the parish church of San Antonio,
though the precise original burial site was
not definitively recorded.

In 1936, during renovations to the cathedral,
workers uncovered what appeared to be a

' decayed coffin containing charred bone
fragments, uniform remnants, rusty nails, and other material beneath the floor near where
Seguin had once claimed to have buried the remains. These materials were re-interred in
a white marble sarcophagus just inside the cathedral’s entrance, marked with a laurel wreath, a
Lone Star, and plagues naming the Alamo heroes.

Historians remain divided about the
authenticity of these remains.
Contemporary records from the 1837
burial are ambiguous about the location,
and some scholars suggest the bones
may not in fact derive from the Alamo
defenders and might instead be from
other interments beneath the cathedral.
Despite this uncertainty, the
sarcophagus functions as a memorial
site honoring the sacrifice of the Alamo
defenders and is a point of historical
interest for visitors to San Fernando .
Cathedral. Whether the ashes are from STERESC B o R e -
the Alamo or not, it is a moving experience for any hlstorlan I|V|ng in or V|S|t|ng San Antonlo
Texas.

—




TEXAS IS A HARSH MISTRESS
Ben Friberg
Texas Center, Schreiner University, Kerrville, Texas

A middle-aged man trades his cane for a rifle and slips from a tent into the December chill.
Limping around frigid puddles, he makes for an ever-growing pack of young grumblers. His eyes
blaze icy determination cold as the wind biting their raw faces. He plunges the rifle butt into the
rain-soaked earth and plows a
long furrow in the mud from one
end of their mob to the other.
He rises tall through the arthritic
pain in his knees and tears his
old slouch hat from his head,
waving it wildly in the air.

“Who will go with old Ben Milam
into San Antonio?” he roars.
The crowd of young raw faces
erupts.

“I will! 1 will!”

“Well, if you are going with me, get on this side!”

The crowd stumbles over each other to be the first across, leaping from horses, panting,
laughing wildly, their breath smoking like cannons, a glorious frenzy welling up inside them.
They’ve waited a month for this very moment, and three hundred young men answer the old
man’s call...

By that fateful day in December, this "old" man had packed enough adventure into his 50 years
to last three or four lifetimes. A native Kentuckian, he fought in the War of 1812 and made a
failed trading trip to Maracaibo where almost the entire crew died of yellow fever along the way.
Barely surviving that ordeal, he made his way to Texas to trade with the Comanches at the head
of the Colorado River. He next rode with James Long and other filibusters on a spectacularly
unsuccessful attempt to wrest Texas away from Spain. After some battles, some political
skullduggery, and the assassination of his friend, James Long, Milam spent a good long while in
the prisons of Mexico.

After Mexico gained her Independence from her Spanish oppressors, Milam became a Mexican
citizen and colonel in her army. He attempted many paths to fortune. Every attempt failed
spectacularly.

Meanwhile, trouble brewed in Mexico City. Santa Anna rose to power and essentially tore up the
Republican Constitution of 1824. Revolution against his strong man tactics rumbled through all
of Mexico, all the way up to the colonies in Texas. Settlers nervously waited to see how the wind
blew.




Ben had now taken the role of representative for many settlers near the Red River who'd lived in
Texas for almost a decade but were never deeded their promised land by the Mexican
government. He somehow managed to get this issue resolved and get the heck out of
Monclova, the state capitol, before General Martin Perfecto de Cos arrived to shut everything
down. The governor and other government officials fled with Ben north to San Antonio. They
didn’t make it. Cos intercepted them and all were jailed in Monterrey. Sometimes it seemed Ben
spent more time in Mexican jails than breathing the fresh, free air.

After months in jail, Ben managed to escape and rode like hell over four hundred miles of desert
and scrub brush country crawling with bandits and beasts of prey — to freedom. Though he
seemed rudderless, some great providence must have been guiding his wandering. Around
midnight, October 9, 1835, he ran smack dab into a force of Texians who were lost themselves.
They were on their way to capture the fortress of La Bahia at Goliad. He hadn’t heard news of
the Battle of Gonzales, had no idea there was a full-on revolutlon He eagerly joined the Texian
forces to give his former captors what-fer.
The Texians captured La Bahia.

He told his new brothers-in-arms: “/
assisted Mexico to gain her
Independence. | have spent more than
twenty years of my life, | have endured
heat and cold, hunger and thirst, | have
borne losses and suffered prosecutions. |
have been a tenant of every prison
between this and Mexico — but the events
of this night have compensated me for all
my losses and all my sufferings.”

Ben took three Mexican officers taken
prisoner at Goliad and escorted them to
San Felipe de Austin. Lorenzo de Zavala
asked if they wanted to join up with the
revolutionaries. One said, "yes,"” and two
said, "no, thank you." Milam escorted
those two prisoners to Bexar to be turned
over to General Cos. Here Milam found an
Army of the People forming, ready to take
on General Cos’s forces ensconced within the Alamo.

The siege of Bexar, for a multitude of reasons, strung out from October into early December. It
was a brutally cold November, freezing water "thick as a dinner plate." Horrible conditions to be
stuck waiting in with threadbare clothing and holes in your shoes. As winter set in and no
assault of San Antonio seemed imminent, the majority of the Army of the People went back to
their homes. Only some young men and the volunteers from the United States who had no
permanent home in Texas stayed. The revolution was falling to pieces. So, when Milam arrived
at San Antonio after a scouting expedition and found a retreating Texian army.... well, this old




bachelor's blood rose to the boiling point. He threw down the gauntlet and charged the streets of
Bexar with 300 other dare devils. The Siege of Bexar transformed into the Battle of Bexar.

Four days of street fighting ensued. The Texians fought from house to house, battling soldiers
and inhabitants while dodging sniper fire each day, slowly taking the city, house by house, inch
by bloody inch. Finally on December 9, General Cos surrendered. Cos and his soldiers were
sent packing, promising to never take arms up against Texas again - a promise soon broken.
Every one of them would be back at the Alamo in only a few months, taking part in the most
famous battle of Texas history.

Milam saw none of this. On December 7th, two days before Cos surrendered, Old Ben Milam
was shot in the head by a sniper bullet. He died instantly, falling backward into the arms of Sam
Maverick. The hero was laid to rest by his grieving compadres, not far from where he had been
laid low. The Daughters of the Republic of Texas erected a monument at Milam's grave site in
Milam Park, San Antonio, in 1897. Schools, streets and even a county were named after this
early martyr for Texian liberty.

To think: the single most famed event in Texas history would likely never have happened without
the bravery and sheer bravura of one Benjamin Rush Milam. His rallying cry precipitated the
Battle of Bexar, which started a chain reaction leading to the battle of the Alamo, Texas
independence, nationhood, and statehood. Not too shabby for a man who had failed at
everything else in life he’d set his shoulder to. Old Ben Milam: bachelor to the end, the one
great love of his life was Texas. Yet in the end, she proved a harsh mistress indeed.

<)
HAPPY NEW YEAR

From Kolby Lanham, Senior Researcher And Historian, Alamo Trust, Inc.




